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The Kingdom of God is a Party! 




John 2.1-11
Tony Campolo > book title "The Kingdom of God is a Party!"
Speaker at Conf in Honolulu > Hawaii 6 hr time diff from home in Philadelphia Went to Coffee Shop near Hotel in MIDDLE OF NIGHT > Met People 

Other Diners in Middle of Night > Team of Ladies of the Night

OVERHARD SUSAN “Tomorrow is my birthday, and nobody cares”

Campolo > Went back to Coffee Shop Next Early Morning

Cake > Ice Cream > Party Hats > Bright Banner > Hanging Across Dining Room  

Jesus Loves You SUSAN! Happy Birthday!!

Susan TEARFULLY said > I have never had a better birthday! 

John 1 > Call to FOLLOW JESUS > and Call others to FOLLOW = DISCIPLE

6 DISCIPLE-MAKERS Called:NOW Like RUNNERS in STARTING BLOCKS 

LIFE LONG WALK with Jesus > March unto Death > NOW, FUN IS OVER!! 

EXCUSE of Many Young People > I want to HAVE FUN FIRST > Enjoy Life
Came to BEIJING to have FUN: Far from PARENTS, and Constraints of HOME
Then - MAYBE - When I am TOO OLD for More Fun > I MIGHT Follow Jesus

REASON? > SOME Churches FEEL like FUNERAL HOMES

SOME Pastors LOOK like MORTICIANS > Cold, Clammy HANDSHAKES 

THINKING > NOT CONSISTENT > With the MESSAGE of Jesus

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 







John 15.11
OR THE NATURE of the KINGDOM of God 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Romans 14.17

1. Best Friend

SURPRISING > 1st Thing Jesus & DISCIPLES Do > Go to WEDDING PARTY

a. Invited When you make GUEST LIST, is Jesus NAME Included? First? Last?

CANA town located near NAZARETH: Home of Nathanael / End of Chapter 1

Nathanael came from Cana in Galilee





John 21.2

vs. 1,2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.

Typical JEWISH WEDDING > lasted 7 Days > Many People, Great EVENT 

DISTINGUISHED GUEST Popular RABBI Jesus > Score SOCIAL Points! 

Jesus NOT a HERMIT > Did not Live in ISOLATION > Knew How to Party! 

SOME Christians see OTHERS having FUN > Illegal, Immoral, or Fattening! 

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.






John 3.17

Jesus did NOT CONDEMN People > He was NOT JEALOUS of Others

Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit



Luke 10.21

JESUS WAS A PERSON WITH FRIENDS

John the Baptizer called Self:   The friend who attends the bridegroom  John 3.29

Jesus said, 'Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep.'



John 11.11

RISEN JESUS Time for FISHING: 'Friends, haven't you any fish?' John 21.5

Jesus CHOICE of Friends got Him in MUCH TROUBLE > Not Goody-Goodies

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 'sinners.' ' 


Matthew 11.19

Jesus DIED WITH Sinners - between 2 Thieves - DIED FOR SINNERS

Such People were REGULAR HOMEBOYS of Jesus > Hung out on the HOOD 

Conservative Xtian Man INVITED to OFFER PRAYER at Non-Xtian Wedding

Not 'His Kind of People' > Room filled with SMOKE, MUSIC Loud / Pounding

FINALLY Time for Prayer > Man Prayed wanted to RUN HOME QUICKLY

Some Unknown Reason > Decided STAY AWHILE, Out of COMFORT ZONE

Woman who was TOUCHED by PRAYER > Came to Talk > Shouted Whispers

LED her to JESUS > She BROUGHT her FRIENDS > She Suddenly Died at 25

Man who PRAYED > Spoke at Her FUNERAL > Another MAN SAVED Then 

That MAN became EVANGELIST > Led 100's into KINGDOM OF GOD 

It is WISE and WONDERFUL to INVITE Jesus > Wedding, Life, Family, Home

NOT Big, Bad Wolf who Huffs & Puffs & BLOWS HOUSE Down / Gentleman

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

Revelation 3.20

b. Involved > More than Idle Guest, He was MOVER & SHAKER in Wedding

v. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 'They have no more wine'

OUT of WINE > Social Embarrassment & LEGAL VIOLATION > Be Sued! 

Jesus was FIRSTBORN SON > Husband, Joseph, OUT of PICTURE, Died??

Jesus MOTHER > On KITCHEN CREW?? > Mom: Filled out Son's iCalendar 

v. 4 'Dear woman, why do you involve me?  My time has not yet come.'

RESPONSE FIRM, but NOT RUDE > Created DISTANCE, Not DISRESPECT

// Hey Mom, you and I need to be on the SAME PAGE

DISTANCE Established at Age 12 > ‘Why were you searching for me?’ he asked. ‘Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?’
Luke 2.49
STRONG Theme of John > JESUS is LOYAL & OBEDIENT Son of FATHER
Jesus: “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.” John 5.30

This must have been extremely difficult for Mary. She had borne him, nursed him, taught his baby fingers elementary skills, and watched him fall as he learned to walk; apparently she had come to rely on him as the family provider. But now that he had entered into the purpose of his coming, everything, even family ties, had to be subordinated to the divine mission. She could no longer view him as other mothers view their sons; she must no longer be allowed the prerogatives of motherhood. It is a remarkable fact that everywhere Mary appears during the course of Jesus’ ministry, Jesus is at pains to establish distance between them (e.g. Matthew 12.46-50). This is not callousness on Jesus’ part: on the cross he makes provision for her future (19.25-27). But she, like every other person, must come to him as the promised Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Neither she nor anyone else dare to presume to approach him on the ‘inside track’….For no-one could this lesson have been more difficult than for Jesus’ mother; perhaps this was part of the ‘sword that would pierce her soul’(Luke 2.35). For this we should honor her all the more.     Don Carson

v. 4 'My time has not yet come.'  > Time important Theme of John's Gospel

John's GOSPEL > Word TIME is Connected to CROSS > TIME TO DIE 

At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet come.







John 7.30

No one seized him, because his time had not yet come. 


John 8.20

NOT YET TIME > Understandable Apprehension > BEGIN Road to the CROSS

Jesus replied, 'The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.'  John 12.23

Jesus is LORD of TIME > SOVEREIGN: Time is UNDER His CONTROL 

Jesus…looked toward heaven and prayed: 'Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.'



John 17.1-2

v. 11 1st of his miraculous signs...thus revealed his glory / John: Glory // DEATH

c. In Charge  > More than just a BUDDY, he is THE BOSS! 

Jesus PROMISED NATHANAEL 

'You shall see greater things than that.' He then added, 'I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.' 








John 1.50-51

GREATER THINGS Begin RIGHT NOW

MOTHER > Submits > Her SON is her SAVIOR and her SOVEREIGN 

v. 5 His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.'

UNUSUAL SITUATION > GUEST gives ORDERS to the SERVANTS 

v. 7 Jesus said to the servants, 'Fill the jars with water'; so they filled them to the brim. > COULD HAVE REFUSED > Total 500 to 750 LITRES > STONE Jars

VERY HEAVY!! > AMERICAN Workers “Lift them yourself BUDDY!”
NO BACK BRACES or FORK LIFTS!
v. 9 the master of the banquet / NOTE that Jesus did not WORK THRU HIM 
MASTER of Banquet > IMPORTANT Role > Kept PARTY Humming Along

IF they ran OUT of WINE > Master could be held LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE

Perhaps SLIGHT EXAGGERATION to say Kingdom of God is a PARTY 

MISUNDERSTOOD by WUDAOKOU PARTY ANIMALS like SOME of YOU

NOT a ROMAN ORGY > People NOT in DRUNKEN FRENZY > Controlled
MASTER also RESPONSIBLE to Remove those who DRANK TOO MUCH 
WINE Served was WATERED Down – Sometimes 90% WATER

‘STRONG DRINK’ in the Bible referred to UNDILUTED WINE 
JESUS > Does the UNEXPECTED > Always the BEST > He is the BEST! 

v. 10 ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’
WATER BLUSHED in the PRESENCE of its CREATOR!

REAL WINE – Not Christian GRAPE Juice – Likely Jesus & Disciples Drank it
OF Course NOT Drunk – Number of vs. in OT and NT Condemn Drunkenness

BANNING Alcohol for NEW Believers may be WISE Step of DISCIPLESHIP 

Esp if PERSON has Battled with Drunkenness or SOCIETY is Sick with Drink

Keep BAN on GROWING Christian will STIFLE their MATURITY 

Mature NT Xtian – Learns how to Live IN this World but is clearly NOT OF it 
MANY Verses celebrating WINE as GIFT from God / Sign of Kingdom JOY 

Jesus in CANA fulfills PROMISES of PROPHETS about Coming KINGDOM 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine…aged wine well refined…He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”  




 Isaiah 25.6-9
2. Best Forgiveness

What is PURPOSE of this Miracle?? Some CRITICS consider it FRIVOLOUS
Over 700 Liters of WINE for a bunch of PARTY ANIMALS > Why??
a. Purification > Great Offer of SALVATION for SICK & STARVING
v. 6 six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing

Water Containers > Jewish Ceremonial PURIFICATION > Ritual and Ceremony

IF you use them for ANOTHER PURPOSE > DEFILED > UNFIT for RITUAL 

Jesus shows MORE CONCERN for SALVATION than CEREMONY

Jesus changes the water of Judaism into the wine of Christianity.       Leon Morris 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.












John 1.17

MOSES was just a PICTURE of Salvation > JESUS is the REALITY

The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming - not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship…      
By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 











Hebrews 10.1,14

Cannot ADD ANYTHING to what CHRIST has ALREADY DONE for Us 

Leading Manufacturer > Special Cake Mix > JUST ADD WATER

Cakes were DELICIOUS > Moist and Tender > DID NOT SELL WELL 

WHY? > Research > People thought NOT ENOUGH WORK….only Water? 

Revised Formula: ADD Water AND 1 EGG > Now Cake Mix SELLS WELL

SAME for SALVATION > In Opinion of Many > GRACE is TOO EASY

WE MUST DO SOMETHING OURSELVES: Add Own Ingredients > SPOIL IT
SYMBOL of the Stone Water Jars > SUPERSEEDED by Sacrifice of CROSS 

HIS WORK of Salvation > NOT Our Work > CANNOT SAVE OURSELVES

b. Power > to Change Water to Wine > Sinners to Saints
John rarely uses word MIRACLE > John's word is SIGN > 7 SIGNS 
SIGNS > Point to something, SOMEONE > Lord Jesus Christ

Nicodemus to Jesus: “For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him”




John 3.2

v. 3 Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 

CRY of Honest Heart > CANNOT HELP OURSELVES > We’re in TROUBLE! 

JESUS does what NO MAN is ABLE to Do: He’s our ADVOCATE before God

Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; on behalf of a man he pleads with God 

as a man pleads for his friend. 





Job 16.19-21

JESUS is ONLY Lamb of God > Only one to BAPTIZE in the HOLY SPIRIT

v. 10 ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’

And now, O priests, I take my leave of you, all the constituents of being are transitory, work out your salvation with diligence.    dying words of Buddha 

John tells us Jesus DIED with Shout of Triumph > “It is FINISHED”
Salvation is Accomplished > Sin, Death, Hell, & Satan are DEFEATED

Jesus LIVES with Power > All Authority is His > and He is with Us Always!

POWER of SPIRIT of RISEN JESUS > Greater than power of ‘spirits’ 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 







Ephesians 5.18

REAL WINE > Kingdom of God > PARTY > NOT a DRUNKEN BRAWL 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. 
 Romans 14.17-18

TESTIMONY of Former Alcoholic > Who had Neglected Family Needs
‘Do you believe Jesus really changed water into wine??’ > YES! 

In my home he turned WINE into Furniture, Food, and Clothes for my Kids! 

c. Particular  > Those who SERVED, SAW > MASTER  did NOT SEE 

v. 9  master of the banquet...He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew.

We SIT HERE and WORSHIP the Lord Jesus Christ > as God and Savior

OTHERS in Same Bldg FAR DIFFERENT OPINION & Activity > Some Here?
MYSTERY and WONDER of God’s PARTICULAR LOVE

The Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”











 John 10.24-28

d. Praise > Purification from Sin by His Power rightly leads to PRAISE 
v. 11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 

FIRST MIRACLE > Denying Alleged Miracles of Youth in Apocryphal Gospels 
DISCIPLES who Followed in Chapter 1 > MORE REASON to Follow > SIGN
GLORY > Magnetic Attraction > COMPELS and CONSTRAINS their FAITH 

You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their grain and new wine abound. 









Psalm 4.7
WORLD’S WINE will RUN OUT > It is only SECOND BEST, LIMITED
JESUS PARTY More than we’ll ever Need > OVERFLOWING, ABUNDANT

JESUS talks to Woman at Well > REPLACE Water for Wine 

Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water/wine will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water/wine I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water/wine I give him will become in him a spring of water/wine welling up to eternal life.’ 







John 4.13-14

 Best Friend > Best Forgiveness > Best Feeling of Joy

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Psalm 16.11

******************

John 2.1-11

2:1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 4 "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  7 Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." 11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 

